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Guest Lecture:
Planning and Peace-Building
in Politically Contested Cities:
Belfast, Johannesburg, Nicosia, Jerusalem
Prof. Scott A. Bollens

Introduction: Sara Kaminker, Town planner, BIMKOM
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In memory

Bimkom is sad to have lost Sara Kaminker who passed away in January 2003.

As one of Bimkom's founders, Sara was actively involved as a Board member in Bimkom*s work from the
start. A town planner by profession, she worked in town planning for over thirty years. She was a strong
advocate for social justice and equality for disempowered communities and a driving force behind many
initiatives promoting public participation in the planning processes. In addition to running her own firm,
Sara Kaminker and Associates, Sara was a member of the Jerusalem City Council, a founder of Community
Administration Centers, Head of the Public Transport Forum and Jerusalem Information Center, and Chairperson
of the Public Housing Association.

Her professionalism, genuine concern for people and her tireless commitment to advancing co-existence, equality
and human rights in Israel were an inspiration to all who worked with her. She will be sorely missed.
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BIMKOM - Planners for Planing Rights

Bimkom is a registered NGO, established formally in April 1999 by
architects and planners who wished to strengthen the links between
human rights and the planning practice in Israel.

The motivation for establishing Bimkom arose from its founders’ daily
encounters with discrimination and violation of human rights by planning
authorities in Israel: discrimination in planning for the Bedouin
community in the Negev, refusal to issue building permits to east
Jerusalem residents, planning rights violations in low socio-economic
status neighborhoods and development towns etc.

Bimkom's actions are based on the assumption that since political action
and practical planning are closely connected and that projects expressing
‘the voice of the other’ are lacking, alternative planning models,
education, awareness raising, and strategic advocacy are required.
Bimkom’s activists act on a voluntary base, and believe that a planner
owes allegiance and a professional commitment to communities and to
the public interest.
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